
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, August 26, 2018 
John  6: 60-690 
Many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said, ”This saying is hard; who can accept 
it?”  Since Jesus knew his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them, “Does 
this shock you?  What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before?   
It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail.  The words I have spoken to 
you are Spirit and life.  But there are some of you who do not believe.”  Jesus knew 
from the beginning  the ones who would not believe and the ones who would betray 
him.  And he said,  “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it 
is granted him by my Father.” 
As a result of this,  many of the disciples returned to their former way of life and no 
longer accompanied him.   Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” 
Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
eternal life.  We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 

1. Have you ever had to re-think something you believed in?  When you thought it 
out were you able to accept the change or did you go another way?  

2. Do you ever question the teachings of Jesus?  Do Peter’s words reflect your 
feelings about your faith?  In what way? 

3. If Jesus knew who would walk away or betray him why did he not send them 
away before the crucifixion? 
 
    

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen” 


